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'YI ICHEL 
ALEXIS BR.EAKS UP

LANGUAGE INTO PtAYFUI.
AT.TO SENSUAt FRAGMTH?S OF

THE UNCONSCIOUS
he in i t ia l  source of  Michel  Alexis '  recent work is Gerl rude Stein 's

Bir thday Book, wr i t ten in 1924 and or ig inal ly intended to be pub-

l ished with Picasso's engravings. To br ing together Stein 's f rag-

mented thoughts,  Alexis employed dist inct  techniques in a process of  uni-

f icat ion and dissolve,  making the language of  the medium as important as

i t  is  subt le.
In september 4,  b lack l ines resembl ing chi ld l ike scr ipt  skim over a

background of  dark tones. out l ines of  what could become let ters are

frozei  on a space of  raw symmetry,  whi le a few black l ines are ejected in

disarray through space. A co'npounded process of  d ichotomrzat lon rs
revealed
through Para-
doxes of  bal-
ance anci
chaos,
essence and
decay, rust lct-
t r r  rnr{  rpf inp-
r l '  s Iv iv, . , .v

ment.
ln June 28,
r ice paPer is
pasted on the
surface of the
canvas in a
gr id.  Over the
geometr ic
design, Alexis
soaks,
scrunches
and crum-
pres-up
strands of
rice paper to
resemble los-
si l - l ike l i fe
forms caught
In stone.
Ochre,  yel low
and Pink
paints th in ly
blend

throughout the pape( resembl ing glyphs and jamming the composi t ion.  A

sense of  impending lorce emanates f rom these forms. They press agalnst

each other,  resist ing and over lapping, snaking across a sand-toned back-
ground, Underneath i t  a l l  lay Stein 's words,  gradual ly emerging on smal l
fractions of the canvas as fading ghosts of history.

ln July 1,  g lazed ochres abound, symmetr ical ly pasted over th€ canvas'
Deviat ing l ines explode throughout the cont ingent sPace, obl i terat ing the
frai l  structure of  the paper gr id.  The resul t  is  a sense of  beauty and equt-
l ibr ium. Del icate designs r ise ol f  the ant iqued sienna, indulging the sensu-
al i ty of  large brush strokes and the dr ipping of  d i luted earth tones. In al l  of
Alexis '  work there is a stunning mix of  sensuous medium and impl ied con-
tent.  Aspects of  eer ie underwater wor lds,  Egypt ian chambers and organlc
language create new worlds.

Michel  Alexrs July1 Oi l .  gesso. paper on canvas
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